and their resulting actions. On the other hand, social actors, ranging from environmental victims to governments, struggle to influence the discourse about the environment for their own benefit and to get their stories and voices into news reports. Environmental discourse helps shape and is also intertwined with power relations within debates on environmental issues and policies. These debates and policies are often related to the development paths of societies. The importance of discourse thus drives social actors to exert control over the formation and reproduction of the discourse of the environment. One crucial site where the ongoing contest among social actors takes place is in the coverage of the news media, in which the discourse of the environment is constructed.
Media construction of environmental problems, of course, does not mean environmental problems do not exist but are invented by the media. Instead, it merely refers to the particular ways in which media coverage interprets environmental problems, especially the definitions, causes and consequences of environmental problems. Media interpretation is influenced by and influences social dynamics and tensions in the external social context. Cancer villages, for instance, existed in China long before the mainstream media started reporting on them in the late 1990s. The term "cancer villages" emerged in China's public arena only after the publication of the first investigative report exposing this issue in Beijing News in 1998. The emergence of this risk to health resulted from modernisation, but only became part of the public agenda when the problem became severe.
This chapter deconstructs the way in which environmental problems are presented and interpreted by investigative reports. This contributes to our understanding of the formation of environmental discourses in the texts of investigative reports. This chapter also discusses the meaning of the discourses and evaluates the role they play in China's modernisation. Framing analysis and discourse analysis of the 258 investigative reports reveals that there coexist two discourses of environmental problems in these reports: a tragic discourse of extinctionism and a radical discourse of eco-equalism. Marxist environmentalism emerges in the two discourses. The discourses express worries over the environment of China and over the health and safety of local people and the extinction of species. The anxieties come out of the understanding of the inevitable, negative impact of economic activities and modernisation on the environment. The road to modernisation appears to lead to an unavoidable disastrous fate for China. These discourses of environmental problems are characterised by a dominant narrative that attributes environmental deterioration to human activities, especially economic activities. This narrative reflects a
